                           Friends of Burr Meeting October 14th 7-9pm

Welcome to everyone.  It was first announced the approval of funds of $2300.00 to be spent on the funding of the Japanese Program for Pre-k.  A vote was also introduced to fund the program Study Island.  This program would be for grades 3-8.  It is a computer program costing $2190.00, introduced by Wendy Pattis.  Ms. Pattis feels this program would be beneficial in improving ISAT scores and a great tool for the teachers.  The board unanimously approves the funding of this program.

Update on LSC meetings:  Colleen Dillon gave a brief update on the last couple of LSC meetings.   LSC elections will be in April and anyone who is interested should consider running.  At the last LSC meeting Ms. Scott spoke of the Track E program, which is the year round school program she will be attending a meeting to learn more about it and will be presenting it to the LSC at the next meeting.  Ms. Scott also mentioned Burr's Annual Yearly Progress Report , Burr was rated a 2 out of 4 with 1 being the best. 

* We have a new floor in the cafeteria with a Peanut free table, the split classes in the upper grades are gone and our gym has also been improved.

*An organic food option was also introduced, Gorilla Gourmet.  This may be offered at Burr under FOB as the school has to stick with their contracted group.

* Ms. Scott has increased teacher accountability; they must identify 3 students below standards and bring them up to standard.  Also identify 3 students who meet standards and bring them up to exceeds standards.

*FOB will be sponsoring a Halloween Costume Exchange.

Treasures Report- Julie Allman

Our beginning balance for this year is $28, 518.00.  We have spent $75.00 on a NPN enrollment fee, $522.00 on supplies for the kindergarten teacher, $750.00 on our 501©3 fee, $2300.00 on the pre-K Japanese Teacher Salary and $424.29 on printing of fliers for education fairs.  We have decided to split our $ into 3 categories 50%($14,259.00) on immediate needs, 25%($7,129.50) on near term and 25%($7,129.50) on long term.  We have $13,662 remaining in our immediate bank, $4,405.21 in our near term bank and $6,379.50 in our long term bank.  We have earned $300.00 this year with a donation from Volvo for ad space for the Spring Gala.

Marketing Report-Colleen Dillon

We have been promoting Burr and our Tuition based Pre-k.  The deposit for the Tution-Based Pre-K is $510.00 and costs $9630 a year.

We have been represented at the Chicago Public Schools Options for Knowledge, the NPN school fair, the Wicker Park Education Fair.  The Bucktown Community Organization will hold its Education Forum on October 20th at Burr, we will have a table at the Bucktown Apple Pie Contest on October 18th and an Open House is scheduled for November 10th.

Our website is up www.friendsofburr.org

Zero Waste Grant-Debbie Saad

We had another Waste Audit done on October 14th.  Our recycling bins will be in November.

On November 4th students from the University of Illinois will do  a presentation  on worm composting.

Barnes and Nobles Book Fair-  Debbie Saad

Book Fair will be December 11th from 9am-10pm.  There will be story time, Japanese stories, an author presentation and a craft table for the kids.  We will also have a craft table for the kids.  Teachers also will have a wish list of books they would like for their classrooms.

Spring Gala-Jenny Kernan & Patty Chavez

The 2010 Spring Gala  will be April 17th at evilOlive which is on Milwaukee and Division.  The space is great because we only have to pay for staff who does set up and clean up.  We only need to set up the silent auction.

Pledge Drive- Madeline Jhawar

Our goal is $60,000.00, which includes Spring Gala money.  We have 4 buckets

    1 Computers $20,000

    2 Support Teachers $15,000

    3 Burr Beautification $15,000

    4 Future Programming $10,000

* Both the Pledge Drive and the Spring Gala Committees met after the meeting for more in depth discussions.

**Next meeting November 11 from 7-9pm at the Bucktown-Wicker Park Library in the Community Room.

